WITHIN THE GATES         SCENE
Mark contradicting Matthew, Luke doing the
sime to Mark, en' John on his own, contradict-
ing all the others. Any scholar'll tell you it all
comes aht of the Egyptian Book of the Dead.
If I was to dive deep into things en' tell you the
original meaning of so-called Christian symbols,
I'd be arrested in double-quick time. But wot
I wants to point aht en' prove is that Chris-
tianity's a noosance; from Quakerism to Psy-
chopannychism, it's a noosance, en' in the wye
of power, politics, en' ply.
OLD WOMAN (speaking tonelessly up to the
SPEAKER). There can be nor rest nor work nor
play where there is no life, and the golden
infancy of England's life is tarnishing now in
the bellies of the worms.
2ND PLATFORM SPEAKER (bending down to-
wards her). Beg pawdn, mad'm?
OLD WOMAN (murmuringly). Your politics are
husks that only swine will eat; your power's
behind a battlement of hunger; your religion's
as holy as a coloured garter round a whore's
thigh; truth's bent in two, and hope is broken.
(She begins to wander away.') O Jesus, is there
no wisdom to be found anywhere! All gone
with the golden life of England into the bellies
of the worms!
(She goes out slowly and with tired steps.
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